Snohomish County is home to some of the most beautiful
rivers and mountains in the Pacific Northwest. The Sauk,
Stillaguamish, Pilchuck, Skykomish, Sultan, and Snohomish
Rivers have created canyons and flatlands. They present amazing
recreational opportunities—fishing, kayaking, floating, rafting,
and many other amazing, memorable activities!
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[Sultan/Skykomish River w Flood Debris under the Traffic and Pedestrian Bridges]

Rivers can be extremely dangerous. With each high water,
flood, or summer melt, trees, branches, and debris are moved
around in the river, creating snags and strainers. Some, you can’t
see at all and can change given the season and weather.
Cold water and people don’t mix well for very long, and our rivers
stay extremely cold even in warm weather on sunny days!

A person caught in a snag (single tree or root ball) or strainer
(multiple trees and branches) will be pinned by the force of the
river current. You can get your foot entrapped between rocks
when walking across shallow water and be unable to stand up
with the power of the current. This can occur even in just mere
inches of calm looking water.

Each year multiple people drown in Snohomish County Rivers.
Nearly 100% of these drownings are preventable! Many do not
realize they are in a dangerous area—many people do not
perceive the danger of a “quiet” river until its too late!

Do you need
a life vest?

Just A “

PFDS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
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HWY US-2 & Albion St, Sultan

32905 Cascade View Drive, Sultan
360-793-1179

42013 State Route 2, Goldbar
360-793-1078

163 Village Ct, Monroe
360-794-1666
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e Vest Kiosk @ Sportsman Park]

DID YOU KNOW?

You can return a
borrowed PFD to any
of the above listed
locations if in good
condition, regardless
of where you initially
obtained it from!
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32905 Cascade View Drive

Sultan, WA 98294
(360) 793-1179
www.snofired.org

WATER
SAFETY

INFORMATION

[Hovercraft 51 Responding to a Rescue]
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« Gasp Reflex
« Panic

« Hyperventilation

+ Increased Heart Rate ! ! '&
2. MUSCLE FAILURE e - E——é ﬁ

« Loss of muscle coordination . o g

- Dif‘l’l’culty swimming, Standup Paddiers anglers & Open Personal Water Crafts Kids Pets

w (Belt-pack inflatable) Motor Boats & Water Sports (Audult life jackets (Harness with

if you're able to swim at all ; , Lzl L
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3. HYPOTHERMIA . .
Right Fit

« Body temperature drops
to dangerous levels Snug fit and fastened.

« 75% of victims don't survive You don't want your life jacket too large or too small.
to this point

4. RESCUE DANGERS
+ Being removed from cold water
can have short and long term
effects on your body

OUR BOATIMNG
LARS AT WOHK




