Chiefs Report to the Board of Commissioners
August 8th, 2022

GEMT Funding
•

Staff has been working with Systems Design West for future GEMT Service Cost reports,
specifically capturing the construction cost of Station 51 and how to best reflect those costs into
an annualized amount.

Significant Events
•

There has been a series of significant events occurring over the last few weeks including a
fatality auto/motorcycle accident, a murder, and a fatality trauma. These incidents are
significant for both our community members as well as our responders.

Staffing
•

Adequate staffing continues to be a challenge, and the recent rash of significant events has
highlighted the need for additional staffing. Crews are behind staffing plans and as well as the
timeline of implementation, however the concern for the short term may continue to see a
below optimal crew strength. I look forward to having some staffing related discussions this
evening.

Public Health Issues
•

•

New COVID infections have dropped 25% in the last two weeks. Though it is promising, there is a
high likelihood that new infections are not captured in the data, and 12% of hospital beds are
still being occupied by COVID patients.
Vaccinations for Monkeypox is available in incredibly limited supply in this state, and being
reserved for those in close contact or healthcare workers who test samples. Later this month
Washington is expecting a larger delivery of vaccine, however the distribution plan remains to
be determined.

Misc.
•
•

Be sure to get a hardcopy of the most recent District Proposition 1 election information for
discussion later in the meeting.
Office staff will be attending a webinar with Springbrook Software (formerly BIAS) to investigate
new financial management software for the District. This system is being looked at as a potential
replacement of our current system of Access and Excel spreadsheets, and is widely used in the
Fire District and Municipal finance worlds.

Respectfully submitted,
Seth Johnson
Chief, Snohomish County Fire District 5

