Chiefs Report to the Board of Commissioners
May 23rd, 2022

Events
•
•
•

•

Personnel participated in the VOA New Family resource fair on Saturday the 21st and were on
hand to provide water safety information. The event was reportedly well attended.
Battle of the Badges charity softball game was held on Sunday the 15th. It was a rainy event but
raised almost $3,000 for the education foundation.
I will be attending the WFCA Spring Seminar in Chelan June 3rd and 4th, and look forward to
attending seminars of vaccine mandates, progressive discipline, avoiding pitfalls, electronic
media legal exposures and personnel law. Additionally, I am trying to re-schedule to allow
attendance of the vendor show at the Washington Fire Chiefs Conference in Wenatchee.
Wednesday will be the PUD Culmback Dam Exercise at Station 51.

Apparatus Repairs
•

HC51 had a main engine starter failure (@ 48 hours). Parts are ordered and we will move
forward having a spare on the shelf. We are working with a local vendor on the root cause of the
failure and determine if a more appropriate replacement part is suitable. Projected cost of
repair is less than $500.

Changes to OPMA
•

•

As of June 1st, District Board meetings must be held in a physical location, unless the Board
determines that there is no way to safely hold such a meeting. The first step in preparing for the
change is for the Board to determine if we can safely hold an in-person meeting.
o If that answer is yes, we can resume holding meetings as we did pre-pandemic. A public
remote attendance option is at the discretion of the Board, yet Commissioners may
attend any open meeting remotely, as prescribed by law.
o If the Board feels that we cannot safely hold an in-person meeting, we must work on
passing a resolution of that finding, and fully remote meetings can continue. This option
will only exist until the COVID Declaration of Emergency is lifted.
Along with the above-mentioned changes, there are additional changes in the OPMA regarding
public comment and meeting notices. Unless the Board desires to change our current
arrangement of public comments, no changes are needed to meet the revised law.

Respectfully submitted,
Seth Johnson
Chief, Snohomish County Fire District 5

