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Will this Levy increase taxes? Prop #1 is not a new tax, and 
the EMS Levy tax rate will be less than last year.  The combined M/O 
and EMS levy  rate of 2022 was $.5429 per $1,000 of assessed value, 
and with the approval of Proposition 1, the rate for 2023 is 
projected to be $.50 per $1,000 assessed value. an 8% reduction in 
tax rate. 

How will the EMS Levy funds be used?  A majority of the funds 
will be used to fill the hole of the expiring M/O levy ($450,000) which is 
expiring at the end of this year. We remain a service provided by people, 
therefore the majority of the funds will be used to pay for full and part-
time firefighters.  Once voters approve Proposition 1, the Fire District will 
cancel costly contracts for Advanced Life Support services. The funds, along 
with an increase in ambulance transport revenue, will allow the Fire 
District to hire Paramedics and decrease response times to major medical 
events by a projected 8-10 minutes. 

Emergency calls to 911  In 2021 the District responded to 1,482 
calls for service.  The majority (963, or 65%) of all 911 calls are for 
emergency medical problems (EMS); of those calls, the Fire District 
called for Advanced Life Support (ALS). This service is provided by 
Paramedics from other agencies 426 times. Advanced Life Support is a 
defined need within the community, and with the approval of the 
Proposition 1, your Fire District will fill that need.

SNOHOMISH COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT 5   .     
PROPOSITION #1 June 28, 2022

Proposition 1—Seeks to renew the EMS Levy to $0.50 to replace the Maintenance and Operations (M/O) 
levy that expires this year.
Why is this Levy Necessary? The majority of the Fire District’s financial support comes from property taxes.  The 
District will lose nearly $450,000.00 when the M/O Levy expires at the end of 2022, and emergency calls have 
increased 42% over the last four years. In order to maintain the levels of service, the Fire District must ask the 
voters to approve replacement funding. The Fire District believes that the time for relying on an M&O Levy 
has passed, and that renewing our longstanding EMS Levy back to its original rate is the most appropriate 
course of action. The existing M/O Levy accounts for approximately 13% of  
total tax revenue and is vital to the District’s ability to provide service.



#5 crews rushed in to extricate Barry from the vehicle

onto a gurney, and into an aid car. “Those firefighters 

saved my life. They really did,” Barry said. “They were 

so brave to get out there while trees were still falling.”  

Barry’s inju-ries were so severe that his heart stopped 

beating, requir-ing lifesaving shocks.  Barry’s neck and 

back were broken in three places, he had a broken 

clavicle, head injuries, and all but three ribs were broken.
Barry was airlifted to Harborview, one of the best trauma centers in the US.  Four months 

later, Barry was home recovering, with his wife of 44 years Kelly monitoring his progress.
Barry Chrisman

“The cheapest life insurance you can buy                   . . 
and you don’t have to die to collect the benefit.” 

Bob Hazelbrook 

“Those firefighters saved my 

life. They really did,” Barry 

said. “They were so brave to 

get out there while trees 

were still falling.” 

Who can I contact with questions? 

Chief Seth Johnson  360-799-8070
s.johnson@snofire5.org

Barry Chrisman (By Chris Hendrickson)   On Tuesday, March 13, On Tuesday, March 13, 2018 Snohomish County PUD

Superintendent Barry Chrisman was headed north on Sultan Basin Road, as he has done hundreds of times before.  This 

time however became anything but typical, as the wind gusted dramati-cally causing trees to crash down on Barry’s SUV.  

Barry was trapped inside his vehicle severely injured. A logging crew nearby called 911. As trees continued to fall Fire District

Prop #1 is not a new tax, and the EMS Levy tax 
rate will be less than last year.  
The combined operational Fire, M/O and EMS levy  
rate of 2022 was $1.65 per $1,000 of assessed 
value, and with the approval of Proposition 1, 
the rate for 2023 is projected to be $1.52/$1,000, an 
8% reduction in tax rate. However, due to the 
assessed value increase projected by Snohomish 
County, some homeowner in the fire district could 
see a tax increase, but the average home should see 
an increase of $9.85 per month.   




